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Remember now thy Creator, in the days of thy youth, while} 
* the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou $ 
E ſhalt fay, T have no pleaſure in them. 
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JF either the Preaching or publiſhing of the 


\folowing Sermons may be any way uſeful to 
promote the great deſign of doing good; if 
the ſeriouſneſs .of the SubjeA, or the weight 
of the Inflance that gave occaſion to it, may-a- 
waken any one Soul to prepare for his final jude- 
ment : I know you will heartily rejoyce and bleſs 
God with me ; and as readily pardon my defeits 
in the management ef. ſo important. a Theme: 
and" the rather, fince I indeavoured only to: torr- 
vince and perſwade an attentive Auditory, ( con- 
fiſting moſily of young perſons) without the leaſt 
tntention of appearing in Print ;_ as knowing ve- 
ry well, that what may be acceptable to a Chriſti- 
an ear, when pronounced from the Pulpit, doth 
often fail of being ſo, when perus'd afterwards by 
a critical eye. However , the Impreſjuon- once. 
conſented to, IT ought to addreſs it to 1:3 other wg” 
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but yours; being Conceiv'd and Born in your 
Homſe, as well as Preacht in your hearing ; eſperi- | 
ally, when *twas proper for me to prefix an exam- | 
ple of the Connexion between ſeriouſneſs and ; 
chearfulneſs. For having diſcoursd ſomewhat | 
concerning the Mirth and Joy of a Chriſtian Life, 
as well as of the unreafonableneſs and vanity of 
ſenſual pleaſures ; it ſeem'd neceſſary to confirm 
that Truth by a lively Inſtance : And were there 
nothing elſe to recommend the prafiice of Godlineſs, 
but that tranquillity and peace of mind, that 
calmneſs and ſerenity of ſpirit which follows a 
good Conſcience, and is the only true ground of a 
chearful converſation; the argument were very 
preſſing. But I need not mention this, ſave to _ 
let you ſee the excellency of your chcice, and 
thereby incourage others to make the ſame. And 
none, Sir, that underfland my obligations to you 
and to. your excellent Lady,will judge me guilty 
of the uſual flattery incident to {ach Dedications; 
zf I take this firſt opportunity to avow my Debt of 
Gratitude and Honour to you beth. And ſuch I 
muſt profeſs it, as is exceeded only by the Duty ow- 
tug from Children to their natural Parents; wy 
loſs of whom, your reſpefts and kindneſs have in 
great meaſure undeſeruedly ſupplied: 
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T have only to add, that as the mention of your 
Name will doubtleſs invite many to read the Ser- 
mon, who would otherwiſe be apt to throw it by ; 
ſo, I am told, I ſhall loſe other Readers, by con- 
cealing that of the perſon, on whoſe account it was: 
Preacht. To which I have this to ſay, that his + 
name and quality, his life and Converſation, the 
circumſtances of his ſickneſs, and his temper and 
expreſfions on his deathbed, are ſufficiently known; 
to obuiate the leaft inſinuation of a Forgery, as to 
what I have related concerning him. And as to 
what I haue not recited, the Readers benefit would 
be as unconcern'd in the publication, as his curi-- © 
oſity is like to be diſſatisfied, if he expeft any. 0-- 
ther Reaſon of its concealment. 

I am, 


Honoured Sir, | 

Your moſt Aﬀectionate, | 

Mot obliged, | 
Humble Servant, 


FOHN SHOWER. 


TO THE 


READER. 


LK] E reckon it a piece of juſtice to the Au- 
'Y <hor of this Setmon, 70 believe, and 
(according to that belief ) to teſtify, that the oc- 
caſion 1t felt did againſt his own inclination ex- 
tort from him the publication of it. 

For when the conflict was only between the 
Modeſty due (indeed) to his years on the one 
hand, and ſence of Duty oz: the other (por the 
concurrence of a general Obligation, and a prc- 
ſent diſcerned © portunity to promote the eter- 
nal good of Souls) the determination of the mat- 
ter this way could not ſeem difficult to an impar- 
tial, unbribed Conſcience. 

Whither the Diſcourfe 1t ſelf, #he occaſion, 
and all circumſtances raken together have any 
aptnefs to ſerve that end, muſt be left to the Juds- 
ment of ſuch,. as ſhall read, and conſider ; with 
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whom the Diſcourſe muſt ſpeak . for it ſelf. And 
what it had reference-to, will, we cannot doubr, 
appear -not very conliderable only, but be high- 
ly grateful alſo to all Pious and Good men. For 
tho" the Sermon import a relation to a Funeral, 
the Death of the Perſon had nothing in it ſo mourn- 
ful, as his Repentance to Life will have with it 
of Satisfaftion, and thanksgiving to God, with 
all, that are of a Serious, and Religious incli- 
Nation. | 

Nor can it enter into our thoughts, that any, 
to whom that Charafter belongs, will behold the 
inſlance of a Soul (as Chriitian Charity will 
believe) reſcued out of the Snare of the De- 
vil, and tranſlated to Eternal Bliſs with a (hight, 
or much leſs with an evil eye; only becauſe it was 
not þy. their means, or notby one, in all things, of 
their mind and way: &r that what is the Joy of 
Angels,can be the Offence,and Grict of good men. 

It 3s ſurely not poſſible, they can be ſo fatally 
divided between Paul, and Apollo, and Cephas, 
as utterly to forget our higher common Re- 
lation to Chriſt ! For do we not all know, we 
were Baptized into his Name,. and not of this 
or that (7magined) head, or Maſter of a Sed ? 


But though that tranſcendent Relation be not = 


quite 
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quite forgotten ,' there is too much cauſe to ap- 
prehend, and lament that it is not remembred, 
and conſidered enough. And to refle on it as 
onc provoking cauſe of God's with-holding his 
Spirit, in ſo great part, from the Miniſtry of his 
word; and of the conſequent paucity of Conver- 
frons, and abounding wickedneſs of the time 
that there is ſo great a proneneſs, in many, to 
ſubjet the ſacred Miniſtry to the ſerving of 
ſome private mean deſign, more than that of the 
conmon Chriſtian Cauſe, and Intereſt ; to pro- 
ſelite men to themſelvey, rather than Chriſt, 
and make them more exa&t Formaliits of their 
own Mould and Faſhion, rather than good Chri- 
ſtans. To teach them rather to deny or embrace 
; this or that frame, and (ct of Ritcs and Weremo-. 
mics, than to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
Godly 1n this preſent Wo:Id. And more ear- 
refily to incalcate, and preſs upon them the things 
wherein we differ, than the unſpeakably great- 
er, and more momentous things, wherein we are 
agreed; and whereof the Dead, Carnal, diſſaf- 
fecled heart of man far more needs the moſt ear- 
neſt mnculcation. | 
- It mey well be apprehended the Holy God 
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mill be .jcalous in this cafe. And while we hear- 
tily joyn not, and do not accept .and rejoyce in 
each others help and concurrence (though in 
ſomewhat different methods, which for the preſent 
we cannot give remedy to) in the purſuit of his 
ends, we. have no reaſon to think it ſtrange, if 
he leave ns to labour in the Fire, and weary our 
ſelves, to no purpoſe, in the purſuit of our own. 
 -But let us make it our buſineſs to recover as 
many Souls as we can toGod ; and when any are 
regain d, and born anew (according to that an- 
cient Idea of having all Children taken for the 
Children of the Common-wealth) let us, who- 
ever was the happy inflrument,\.account they are 
neither maine, zor yours, but the Children of 
the Chriſtian Church, of the Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, the Sons of. God, and iz part: of the 
Redeemers Seed. How great 'will the common 
Foy be upon all ſuch occaſions! And God: will 
rejoyce over us all, to do us good. with all his 
heart, and with all his Soul, ard to uſe ws for 
.the doing of much. | 
His Co-operation and Bleſſing may then be 
theerfully expeled', when our united. ftrength 
and endeauour is aimed all one way.; and di- 
refted to ends great ani noble, worthy of _ 
| a an 


and mbich he will not di fda, oy count it Dif: 
nourable, und unfit to concur unto. 

 Irwill ſurely one day come to this. Nor 5s it 
to be deſpaired' of, but that the late work of 
God's Grace pon this young man (hough 
ſince prematurely taken away)" may be the earneſt. 
end pledoe of more,of the ſame bleſſed kind; and 
this Birth, par? of the firſt Fruits of a Pious Ge- 
neration to:ſucteed 3 wheretn Religion ſhalt tive, 
and be tranſuiitted iz greater rigour, to then rhat 
ſhall came after. 

Our hope Ties moſtly among ſuch. 4nd we ear- 
veftly defire year that are young, and in the prime 
of your age and firenoth, ſeriouſly to conſider, 
how much the ſirefs of a Religions Intereſt for fu- 
tare time itt ingland « depends you. Which 
that you may to better, po; oy conſider. alſo, 
how much you, ore peculiarly, have of preſent 
bope in your own caſe. God hath a kineineſs for 
your Age ; makes his firſt applications to you, at 
your entrance upon the commen affairs, and buſj- 
neſs of humane Life, that you would then bethink 
your felves of him, as yout Creatour, and con- 
fider how yau came: into the Wort: whence it 
wonld net. be fifficalt to collef for what. He 
covets the begining. of frrength, Dis Soul defires 
: the 
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the. firft ripe fruits. And you have reaſon 10 be 
confident, that what be ſecks, he will accept, if 
you conſecrate them. to him (as the farſt fruits 
were the ſacred devoted part. ) | 

Some of you may perhaps , already diſcern in 
your fetves Vitions inclinations;. but your vices 
are not yet ſo deeply rooted, nor are ſo fixedly 
habitual, as theirs, who are grown old in Sin and 
vftrangement from God. Tu have not ſo oft grie- 
ved hzs good Spirit. Tou have not refifted ſoma- 
»y checks of Conſcience, nor ſtifled fo many con- 
victons, as many others have. © 


" Thu have. a mertiful God th deal with. Thoſe 
or his own words, Prov! 1,3. [and ſpan 
more xi t0 NES YOu, as ou wth fee, 
booking back 10.9.4.) -Turn ye at ary reproof: 
behoſt I will | & out.my- Spirit 6 Ge "Un- 
10 that great God;the Maker and'Lord. of Hea- 
' Yen and Earth, you have been ſolemnly devoted. 
Conſider how great and awful names, the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and. of the Holy 
Ghoſt were' 5» your Baptiſm, named zpon you ! 
Toz are as truly obliged hereby, as you are to 
your natural Prince; though, perhaps you have 
not, as yet, taken, in your own Perfons, the Oath 
of Allegiance. You would think it a reproach, and 
| a 2 it 
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= it woul d probably prove a 2/71 t0 you, to begin 


your courſe of commerce. zn the world; with 
Txcachery and Fallhood. .Is.it moreJuſt, or Pru- 
dent, and Safe, to deal decerrfully with your 
God, than with men? | 
Do not think. he is to-be leſs the objef of your 
Love, Fear and Obedience, for that you ſee him 
not ; How many. Subjects. in. England have ne- 
ver ſeen the face of their King ? and. are they 
the lefs. bound. zo be Loyal and Obedient ? And 
how are you bound, bat for the ſake of this in; 
viſible Lord, and 'in him? © 
Tou have, not ſcen your own Soul, (or what: 
ever you will call the vital Principle in you) 
which yet you are ſure you have ; for can you not 
diftinguifh your living body from a dead?areiyou 
not ſure you live? and do. you not love your own 
life, tho' you have not ſeen. the wery Principle it 
ſelf, which you live by? the God you. have not 
ſeen is as near you. In. him you live, move,. and 
have your being. You have great encourage- 
ment and" obligation to. ſeek the Lord, that you 
may even feel, and find him out, who is ſo. little 
far from any of you.. You are his Ofspring,. 45 
the Holy Apoſtle tells. you, in the words.of an 
Heathen, that you might underſtand it.to be no 
NEW; 
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new, .or ftratige notion; but;.even then, ancient 

and common. He is the Author and Parent of 
your Life and Being. It is unnatural zo affef di- 

fance and firangeneſs to your own. Father. It 

z5 through the high cxcellency of his nature, * 
that you ſee him not. And he is the objeft there- 
fore of your more excellent faculties. Fou have a + 
mind capable of knowing him, and: a. will of 
chooſing him for your God, if they were made 
pure, and holy, «nd aright direfted towards him, 

which his Grace, aud Spirit can ſoon effeft in you, 

when you ſeriouſly ſeek,and rely upon them. 

"Tis of greateſtconcernmeut #0 yors t0 have his . 
Favour, in whoſe Power joz are, and in whoſe 
Hand your Rreath. is, And can yor. be exempt 
from his Power, who made you, and all things ? * 
if you doubt whether he can diſpoſe of you, re- 
ward or puniſh yoz, was.net the making of this 
- World a.greater thing ? you cannot be ſo:impoſed ' 
upon, if you uſe. your underſtandings, as to be 
made believe, that it made it ſelf. For could you, 
if you mere-not, make. your ſelves ? and were it 
eaſter for all.things, than for you ? 

And you may ſenſibly perceive, if- you will but 
refleft, and uſe your thoughts, that you are Subject 
19 a. Superiour, Over-ruling Porer,. that there. is 
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a Lord over you, and that you live wot accor- 


ding to your own wills. For are you'never fick 


againſt your wills, or in pain againſt your wills ? 
and do you not know you muſt one day aye, tho' 
you be never fo unwilling ? [3s it not better to- have 


that mighty Lord your Friend, than your Enemy: 


"Fer. 18. 7. 
8.9, 10. 


"Pro. 27. 


I'O. 


inhis Favour 1s life. Had he is ine Reeleemer re. 
conciteable to you. Reail ſeriouſly, 2 Cor. 5. 17, 
ih... 

Kingdoms and Nations are thrown into confu- 
fion, if he be diſpleaſed, and no coarſe be taken 
for ſeafonable reconciliation. * And ran you fland 
before his anger * he hath long been. England's 
God, your God, ani your Forefathers. : Dp mt 
you, in your own minds, efteem:that wiſe and ſage 
counſel, thy Friend, and thy Fathers Ftiend, for- 
ſake thou not. * How much more thy God, and 
thy Fathers God ! Ir lies upon you, whether he 


Jhall continue the God of England! 7he- paren- 


tal right derived unto young ones, continues-the 


viſible relation, while their nonape laſts, und 


-No, mot tho' Abraham were your Fathet; if 


incapacity to treat and capitalate for themſelves. 
But can you think, when you are capable, your 
intereſt by your Parentscan avail yor anything 
againſt your own perſonal rejetion of God? 


You 
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you ſhould finally ſhew your felves rather a genc- 
ration of Vipers: Which we have great hope God 
will mercifally forbid. 
But if Englands Youth ſhould generally 
(tho' not all at once, as they come not to be ſuch 
all at.once) againſt their Bapriſmal Vow, co/ft 
| of God, here is an imercifion of the line, and an 
end of the relation between God and us. If there- 
fore you love your Country, you will love God, 
and ſtudy to pleaſe and fexve hyn with your 

whole heart. 

| If you love your Prince, you will do fo; for 
would you have him to be ( Yea would you make 
him-?) the Head of a deſtitute People; forſaken 
of God? 

And how would you propoſe to your ſelves to 
live your days, and ſpend your time in the 
World , without God? What, in eating, and 
drinking, and pleafing your Fleſb till you dye * 
would you not take it for a ſcorn, and ignominy 

| to you, if one ſhould tell you, you were born - 
for no higher purpoſes ? and are capable of no 
higher ? Ty | 
But how dare you think without knowing, and 
becoming ſpecially related ' to the God of your” 
lives, of dying, and paſſing into an unknown. 
World: - 
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it ſignifies any es to your better Preparation 
for Death end Judgment; and (in Ortfer there- 
to) 0 your holy, and _ nſeful, comfortable 


life. an. Earth ; It wil; ank FS 1 e Authors" De- 
ſign, and.( with his the. Sou. ound {re of 


Your Aﬀe@ionate Friends and 


_ Servants 1 In our Lord. 


JOHN HOW. 
V. AL'SOP. 
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Rej -joyce, '0 young man, in thy youth, and tet thy 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, os 
walk inthe ways of thy heart, and in the fight 
of thine eyes : but khrow thou that for Wa the 
*_ God will _ thee into j ihr 


Gy to old Age © or an | indefinite »hereafter ; 'our 
«ſro vent warnings by the death of others, 

td pak for os own, andthe unſpeakable hazard of 2 
ſick-bed Repentance; yet hw ape perſons, in 
their * erp ahd andy to forg _ thei tor -and 
_ ves' t60?- to iaduſge rowing murth and ſenſual” 
ights; as , by a fatal prejudice-and. _ 
Ng obedience to God would: introduce melancholly, de-. 
ſtroy thie chearfulieſs NENT and fpoikthe Lee 
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Lute. 10. . but rejoyce rather: that their ant were writtch In: | 
29. And.well might the Apottle -contmand-Chriſtians'to"re. 
oxce' (gag. by an ſronie,-a5 Soipmojr Here ſpeaks to the'Y' pung 
Man,,.bue) .1n: the.moſt real and - proper* fenls,” 9s. Lo 
the Lord always, yea,» and again, - F ſay MeJoee.”" 
; Thus mucly tor the fiſt General: © '' 
. 2., Let; us-:confader; in that the: Wifke-man- dires his 
diſcourſe, the Young Man: -imperticukr, we have thence 
a plain intunation,.that of al/:others, young - perſons ave moſt 
apt ta: neglett the fear of God, and: be monindful-of their 
| raſh x through the temptation of ſenſual pleaſures a Sto 
ful lufts. 
Tho' God. demand  his-right as foon-as we-are 
of. underſtanding..t z-- onky 't6 ſerve thie- Lord: ns thr 
youth is but. juſt and-reafonabley: conſidering th that fo great 
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Childhood; tho.the lagger-'we felays! the: 
culty. ſhallwe.mect-withzj- when ver le Boe che -tho' 
our, whale life at longeſt (- as ſoon''a3-we it6apablecund 
a5longage didiae)- thould -be devoret-tv God; ant *tis 
all little enough,, if we conſider its-relation. to our al 
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From'Gdt and Holy thihps, and to'divert their thoughts 
from the 'conlideration of Death and Judgment, which 
"would otherwiſe reſtrain and check them m purſuirof ther 
ie Aid thisbring< me tothe Thitd General, to conſider, 
"That for all theje things God will Brings ws to Judgment. 
Af therein what Argwments the thcughts of a future 
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Creatour in the days of their youth.” 
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17. It yio Ing, perſons conſider, that notwithſtanding, 
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Goit'is infallibly certaie: It isan unqueſtionable, undoubt 
truth, that for. all cheſe things God mill bring, thee to Judg: 
went. 

- 2, © Conſider, that this Judgment 3 is near- at hand, and- 
vill ſeartly take place. 

' -3. Conſider your ſarmmons may be ſuddain, before you 
We-aware, 

4. Confider, thit Yauth and. health is: the futef time 
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this Judgment of God, till they know the dreadfulneſs 
and terrour of it, by being brought to their Trial; -who 
will not believe that God will ever call them to an ac- 
count, till a final Impenitence, joyn'd with their Infideli- 
ty, bring them under his condemning Sentence. 


2. Conſider, that this Judgment 1s' near at hand and mi 
ſhortly take place: As Death will conſign us over to God's. 
Tribunal; fo childhood, and. youth, manhood, and old 
age, are but ſeveral ſtages that haſten us to Death. - Yet 


546.16.22. 4 little while and we muſt go the way of all izuing: How 


concern'd and thoughtful foever now we are about'this 
World, we muſt ſhortly bid adieu, and take our leave. 
Even the Man of bafineſs muſt find a te to dye, and 
give an account of his Stewardfhip ; tho' he allow him- 
telf /;ttle or mwone to prepare for Death and Judgment. 
Our Touth and Stremgth is quickly gone ,- we ſoon decline 
and languiſh into Duft :: Aſſoon as we begin to live, we 
are haſtening.}to the end'of our Life. As a Candle, afſoon 
as it begins to burn,: or an hour glaſs aſſoon as it is turn- 
ed, doth haſten to. its 'end.: (our hfe withering like a 


1, Pee.1.24+ Flower, and paſſing like a watch in the night.) We muft 
FJ **, dye ſhortly, and murh fooner than they who lived in the 
firſt ages.of the World. As Death is the certain conſe- 


quence of old age; fo thoſe Evil days ( as the wiſe Man- 
calls them) do itill draw wear, and will quickly overtake 
us. Whether we eat, or drink, or ſleep; whether we be 
fad or merry:; whether we talk or are ſilent ; whether 
we work or are idle ; whether we are ſtudiousor careleſs; 
whether we prepare for Death ahd Judgment, or whether 
we deſpiſe and avoid ſuch Thoughts : And yet how ma- 


_ my ſpend ther- youthful days in vanity-and fin, with a 
careleſs neglect af . God'and their. Salvation, -in y_”_ | 
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ow the Lord Feſus, * walking in his Spirit ; but making pro- 
vifious for the'"fleſÞs 10 fulfill the Tufts thereof. As if this day 
of the Lord were a great way off, at a mighty diſtance: 
Whereas our Judge is at the door, and the end of all things 
doth approach, -and it can't be long ere all the World 
muſt 'recerve their Door. - | T 
*A 'beleiving thought of zh, would certainly imbitter 
the pleaſtres of ſin, would quench our fond deſire, and 
check our Fooliſh hopes, and ſpoil the reliſh of our car- 
nal Joy ; would blaſt the Beauty, and darken the luſter 
of worldly . greatneſs; would ſadden the delights, -and 
weaken the Temptations of fleſhly pleaſures. For what 
tatisfaction can that man. take in Jovial Company, in 
the paſtimes of Children-, and the laughter of Fools, 
who is verily perſwaded, that ere long he muſt appear 
'to Jadgment? How: pan he be enamqurd of this Earth, 
and after ferions deliberation be fond of outward gran- 
'dure ; who beleives, and knows, that ſhortly the Earth 


it felf /ball be Burnt wp , the Trumpet of the Arch Angel 2 Per. 3: 


found, and ourGlorious Jucge ſummon all Man-kind be- 
fore -his Bar, by that Thundring Voice, Ariſe dead and 
come to Fadment > And can we grant this day of the Lord, 
to be not only certain, but ear at hand; and not think it 
time to prepare for .our ſolemn - appearance? ſhall we 
contradict our/principles, and live in a repugnancy to 
our . avowed Creed, under the plain cenſure of Noto- 
rious- Hypocrify or folly? The Firſt from our profeſſion, 
if we do not beleive it ; the Secoxd from the unſuitableneſs 
-of our practiſe,: in caſe'we do. 


3: Confider, thas your Surmmons to this Tudgment if God 


-may " he ſudden and wnexpefted, and' fvertake- you nnatvayes. 
When God: will require your*®Souls to apperr:before his 
D-2 - -Tribunal, 


anel Drunkenzeſs, -3n'C hampering and wan not putting Rem. 12. 
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Tribunal ;. how, ſoon. or; ſaddenly,he:will do it; you car- 
az fy... The 1Jus and late of ougeDeat, in kidnek 
and. wiſdom, is- concealed; | from us,liat we may: ever 
where ſtand upon our gaurd, ' andewery, moment expett our 
call tro Judgment : becauſe. we know :not whether God by 
ſickneſs will advertiſe us. of, aur appreaching.end;..or his 
ſtroke be ſudden by an unexpetedraſualty, And therefore 
. Meſes ſpeaking tothe Jews, as toone maty, (:Deut.!30! 20. ) 
_ faith hz of God, He s thy Life, and the: length of (thy Days. 
4 4. The ſhortning or prolonging of thy days isinthe Hand 
of God. Hence ſome are taken the firft hour, and ſome at 
the third, and ſome at the ſixth, and ſome at the ninth, and 
others let alone till the eleventh; þut that is a great «xcer- 
tainty : for we may be ſurpriſed, Innumerable accidents 
attend us every where, that may blot our names out of the * 
Book of Life, and ſuddainly confine us: to the Chambers 
of Death. It may be this day we are Jovial, and in health 
among our friends, and worldly. affairs: and 7s: morrow 
arreſted with a Sutmons to- Judgment. In the morning 
in chaſe of earthly honour,, riches, or delights: and in 
the Evening laid out fos our funeral, by various acci- 
dents not now foreſeer--by us or -any of our friends. - 

We may be cut oft while we preſume on hereafter, whike 
we reſolve to repent, in the.midſt- of our holy . purpoſes, 
Leforc they are performed: For tho' we read in Scripture 
of the Sinner of an-H{nndred years old, that he ſhalt be as- 
carſt.; yet have we no example of oxc:zx 4 thouſand, that 
lives to that. age. 7his,, young perſon, whoſe funeral; occa- 
ſion'd my diſcourſe, not. many: daysſince'was as ſtrong] and 
healthful, and as likely to Live-as any of us; and*Tisa ve- 
ry great queſtions, whether you and {'may_have fo much 
Time and Space to repent :upen aSick- bed: gs he had-, 
who enjoy'd his ſenſes and. the. uſe.of his -:reafon te the 
very laſt. 7his day therefore.cannot be. too foon to pre- 
pare, 
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pare,” becauſe to' Morrow may be too late : Every unpre- 


- pared Sinner being exp&d-t6 as many hazards of Ever. 
. ſting: deſtruction ,-as'their-'may* be actidents to. ſur. 
- prize 'em with ſuddenDeath. of 


Conſider, that youth and health is the fitteſt time to 


4- 
| = for this final jualgment : As tothe former, if we but re- 


on the manifold infirmities of old age, that weakneſs 


( of- body, and that: decay 'of parts which doth uſualy 
accompany that ſtate, the hardning of their hearts by a 


cuſtame and continuance in Sin; the loſs of memory and 


quick apprehenſion ; the want of thoſe vigorous 
 AﬀeCtions, and flexible inclinations which they had in 
Youth; which makes it more difficult to-convince and pcr- 


ſwade them ; ſuch conſiderations as tkeſe, methinks ſhould 
be enough to diſcourage a delay in our young yerears. 
But beſides this, how can ſuch perſons expe&t to find 


' acceptance with God in the dregsof their time ! after 


the miſſpending of an whole Life to his diſhonour? for tho 
I would not diſcourage their utmoſt endeavours, and thro' 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, there is hope enough to pre- 
vent a total diſpair; yet what can we ſuppoſe ſhould be the 
ſubſtance of: ſuch a mans prayer, but to this effeC&t2. 

« Lord, I have waſted my days in ſin, and facrificed the 
« flower of mine age to ſport and tolly, to the provoca- 
« tion of thy Juſtice, and the hazard of my Salvation ; 


« the beſt of all my Time, I muſt needs confeſs, hath been 


« devoted to the will of Satan, and devoured by my Luſts : 
« But I-here preſent thee with the Lees and refuſe of my 
« ſtrength and Age.. the little fragments, and poor remain- 
« der which they have-left; I beieech thee, for the ſake of 
« Chriſtto.receive me now at laſt,tho' I did obſtinately de- 
« ny obedience to thy earliar calls,and wiltully refus'd to re- 
«turn ſooner: tho'*now my ſtrength, as well as my body, is 
« bow'd down to the Grave, and I am hardly. capable 
of 
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« of doing thee any Service : denyme not, O Lord, 20: Jive 
« with thee in the other World, tho'T have liv'd fo long 
<« without thee in this. What prevalency do we ima- 
gine there can poſſibly be in ſo weak an addreſs > without a 
Soverain extraordinary Grace to relieve the exigence of 
ſuch fad and diſcourageing Circumſtances ? 

And then as to health, that for certain is the moſt proper 
time toprepare for Judgment: I:et us but ſuppoſe the young 
ſinner ſeiz'd by a fit of Sickneſs, if theaccuteneſs of the 
diſeaſe do not influence the brain, aud and canſe a dilirium; 
yet is-that a timeto repent., and make your peace with 
God, and provide for GUrSPPRITAICE RETore his judgment 

Seat 2 for uſually the underſtanding is then clouded, the 
fancy then diſturb'd, the paſſions diſordered , and the 
thoughts diſtracted. - 
Conſider ſeriouſly, what is wont to .be the hurry of a 
_ violent diſtemper; ſuppoſe reſtleſnefs,through heat,or pain, 
_ or want of ſleep: or ſuppoſe the Phyſician ſhould miſtake 
thy caſe : or the Devil uſe his ſubtelty and malice to deceive 
or terrify thy guilty Soul ; and then tell me, whether a fct- 
| bed bea fit ſeaſon to prepare for Judgment 2 May not thy 
thoughts have work enough to ſtruggle with thy pains? 
or to ſettle thine eſtate > or regard thy mourning 
friends about thee > Whcn thy pulſe is low, and thy 
breath ſhort, and thy Spirits almoſt gone, thy Sins many, 
and rhy fears great, and thou haſt haraly Sufficient ſtrength 
"to :get .ridot a clot 'of Spittle ; 15 zat a time to enter 
the liſts with Principalities and powers, and all the rulers 
of outer darkneſs? Beſide, 'tis the fate of, many, the ncater 
thy approach toDeath, that the leſs apt they are to kelicye 
| it = and fo periſh in their fcurity, ang are totally,.uncon- 
ceriid about. a future judgment, I -.. ; 
Bur ſuppoſing the bg 'of Reaſon, and an awaken'd 
apprehenſion 
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apprehenſion likewiſe of what refers to their Immortal 
Souls, and their Eternal abode. T then add : 
5. That if, thrqugh the mticements'of youthful luſts, 


| you now neglect to prepare,” it is very probable, and you 


may juſtly tear it, that your paſſage, by Death, to this 
Judgment of God will be very nncomfortable and full of horror: 
whether repentance on the” brink of the: Grave, after a 
2 wicked life, may be Saving or no; is not the queſtion. 
Thro'-an extraordinary act of Grace(whereot the penitent 
Theif was an inſtance) itcannot be deny'd poſlible : 
But when it is fincere and faving, who can tell, any other- 
wiſe, than 3s in charnty we muſt hope the beſt > For as to 
the perſo:'s themſelves, on aſick and deathbed,how can they 
m an Ordinary way be affured of their ſincerity? it is 
therefore probable, that their laſt Sickneſs will be very un- 


_ comfortable, ' tho? their Repentance fhould prove ſincere, 


and their Souls faved in the day of Chrift. For ſuppoſe, 
when their ſms:ſtare them inthe face, and they did never 
nll now bethuink themſelves of the neceſſity of x pardon ; 
That Satan fhould now tell them, that' their Repentance 
doth. come too late:to meet with that mercy Fey ſo long 
abugd-. . And :that tis-all owing to their Feavs of Death, 
andthe apprehended dreadful confequences of dying. If 
he ſhould. tet '*em; that the pleaſures of Sin being loft, 
and {> the batt to intice them 'gohe; every thing about 
them looksfad and mournfal; 'and fuch a change of their 
condition, from health. to ſickneſs, and the Gates of Death, 
muſt needs. alter *their refokmnions and thoughts. If he 
ſhould tell/em, _ fo heya of rung! cannot but 
make a perſon, who hath' ſpace to conſider, more appre- 
henſive of axother Wort; 4-6 concerned: about it, than 
at:other times; and*'that if "Sickneſs ! and Death were at 
2 greater: diſtance, they wuold tilt be the.fqme : which 
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i5 to ſadly probable from the many Examples of thoſe, who 
have return to their former fins, a{loon as they return'd 
to their health; and lett all their repentance, their holy 


thoughts, and good reſolutions, in that SickLed, where. 


:t firſt they took 'emup. - If -the Devil ſuggeſt ſuch a 
Temptation as this to the Sick Penitent, who hath hitherto 


walk d in the way of his own heart, and: in the hgh of his Eyes, 


what can he reply, or plead-on his own behalf , .to make 
proof of the Sincerity of his Repentance to himſelf, 'or to 
thoſe about him 2 However, it may become us to conſider 
ſeriouſly, that God doth oftentimes in righteous Judgment 
open the Eyes of Great Sinzers on -a Death-bed.; and fill 
their Souls with an amazing horror from the :fears and 


chin | . -Whearthe 
Dey” nr < ey 


foreſight of of his wt 
ca_ but apprehend, that t g ſeaſon is now 


-expird; their mirth andjollity over; their final J udgment 


at hand; and their Bodies ' and Souls within a few hours 
to part, andſo be divided between the Grave and Hel! ; 


} 01will then admit other thoughtsof God, and histerrible 


Judgment, than at-preſent in your careleſs health : bitter- 
ly. refleting on your paſt follies,in the days of your Yourh; 
.and freely condemning your former choice: : the ſerious re- 
view of your ſenſual Joys, ( which ate fled as a ſhadow, and 
vaniſht like a eloud of Vroek ) wo otter «rap 
ble remorſe and ſhame ;having daway your Souls for 
fuch a thingof neught, and ventured your Eternal Salva- 
tion for a trifli -"M _ | _ i 

«© Was my my Soul, and my Salvation, of nogreater 
« value , will you then be forcd ſay; of no"; 
« velue; than ſo eaſily to be parted with, forthe 
« tifagtoin of abruriſh | ple 


« this world Llov'd o deafly 7 and bld adien for everto. 


© all its: injoyments' ? are al} my ' good: days paſt? 1 


» ow a 


— TE IT 7 OS 4” M tae 3-40 
TS WP neral Sermon. 25 


NY; 0 cluded 2. ) nd 4 nebing but] E- 
144 Jaxre pl dz myſt. af! 10. gant. and 
a C, BE, , for,. tears and. howling 2; my. 
6: al and pſc Lap! DAY Beat remedile{storments > 
« myſt ike ally qul be thys.,zorn from my budyi2,and 
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whithis work, john 
«pearance before mpofended; Judge, whoſe threatnings 
« Tderiged;, whole, wrarhT provok't, whoſe commands [ 


*cont eG: whoſe ſervants I  reproch't, .&&e2 muſt 
« now, ApPE pear befare. the. &eagul tribunal of this Juſt, this. 
" Haly, Fholoexoril 2. Is there no. hope of eſcape- 
"PZ 10 crowd, , and 1o. zyoida trial ?. or is there no. 


hb = $f-an excuſe, when arraigned Lefore hisbar 2 
F. ae toundtocvade the Execution 


? muſt;Lhear, 'and- hear ro 


eþr \ſrovne -ye-curſed: into Ever- 
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"rath, "which you have _— 3 your knowledg of your | 
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danger ; yur time and ſpace to repent, your former, con- 
feſſions of Sin ; vour :convictionsof guilt ; your purpoſes 
to reform: the reproofs you have had from others; and. 
the promiſes you have made foe ſelves ; may all be 
muſterd up to your awakn'd thoughts, to ſeize your 
Souls with horror and confuſion, when you are called by 
Death to pats to this Judgment of God. 

And now, Chriſtians, *tis probable you may ſuppoſe 
and hope that this will never be your caſe ; yet the pre- 
ſent inſtance, of this Z/nhappy youth may convince you 
that *ris poſſible, and more than poſſible. For tho” I never 
ſaw him (to my knowledg) Save on his Death-bed, 
yet having expreſt his own deſires, that others might 
take warning by his Example, I need not fcruple to ac- 
quaint- you ( with whatT learnt from himſelf, and is 
well known to his Surviving companions. ) that during 
| his health, he did put the evil day far from him: and yet was 
very apprehenſive of a future Judgment, and concern'd 
at his own unpreparedneſs, in his laſt Sickneſs ; moſt 
heartily. confeſſing, and that with Tears, that he had in- 
dulged -to youthful Luſts, delighted in wicked company, 


livdin the -prophanation of: the Sabbath, and made a. 


mock of every thing almoſt that was Serious. And this 
notwithſtanding the counſels of his Friends, and ſome 


checks of - his own Conſcience: fadly bemoaning his forlorn - 


ſtate, as having; little or no hope to find mercy at the hand 
of .God; and penitently confeſling his own willfalneſs 
and folly that procur'd it to himſelt: and thereupon cry'd 


out in the ' bitterneſs of | his Soul; < Oh! had Ibelievd 


« and known, what now I do;; I would have been ' more 


<* concerned to Secure my Everlaſting” Intreſt ; T would ; 


« have taken-more careto avoid Tempration ;T would have 


« imploy'd my Time to better purpoſes : and attended - 
« the miniſtry of the Word in another manner, &c. But 


I 
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« [fear*tis now too late. And then with the greateſt impor:- 
tunity did beg of God topardon and forgive him, for 
the ſake of Chriſt; then toſſing from place to place, wring- 
ing his hands, and lifting up his eyesto Heaven, ( with 
the affefting  vehemence of a deſpairing Soul ) did be- 
kech the aſliſtance of thoſe about him to ſeek to God on 
his behalf. « Oh pray for me, pray for me, for Chriſl's ſake 
« pray for me ; That if yet Mercy may be had , the 
« Lord would take pitty on a miſerable Sinner. O my Sins 
* are 4 burden too heavy for me to bear; I have Sirn'd 
« tho God ſtood by and faw me : Thave Sin'd tho' my 
« Conſciencedid rebuke me for it ; again, I have Sin'd, tho' 
« Treſolv'd to Sin no more ; I know/fhot what to do, or 
« which way to turn, &c. for with ſuch words as theſe 
did he bewail himſelf, and . ſignifie the horrors of an ac- 
cuſing Conſcience. Neverthelels,. for the ſupport of his Re- 
lations, and the encouragement of all returning Sinners, I 
am willing to add, That a little before his change (which 
was ſuddain and unexpeRted, when his Friends began to 
entertain ſome hopes of his recovery ) his Spirit was more 
composd and calm, his dittrafting Terrors much abated ; 
and the overwhelming fears of Death and Judgment very 
much ſubdu'dand overcome. 

In his confeſſions of fin, he own'd and aggravatcd 
his crimes with the greateſt freedom, with a deep re- 
morſe of Spirit, and an hearty ferious tenſe and feeling 
of what he ſpake. He did not go about to .palliate or 
excuſe his former wickedneſs, to leflen or diminiſh it, by 
ſhifting the blame on the ſubtilty of rhe Devil, the bias 


and inclination of a bodily. Temper, the Corrupution of 


humane nature, or the perfuaſions of Zvi! Company, &c. 
altho” zhis Laſt he did, very much lament, as the greateſt 
ſnare to his Soul, and a principal occaſion of his youth- 
ful fins, and apprehended Ruine. 
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Among other ſms which an accuſing Conſcience told 
| him of, ore that did more particularly atfeCt his heart, and 
burden his Soul, was the / of Lying; I mention this, 
with an unfeigned deſire, that all young Perſons ( Ap- 
prentices eſpecially) would remembLer this Example, and 
reſolve againſt it. | = | | 
There is ove /hing more, which I named firſt, and would 
here take notice of, I mean his Scofing Humour ; and this 
he acknowledged with a great deal of remorſe and ſhame; 
that when firſt he was an hearer in this place, -he came 
with a deſign to dro// upen the Sermon, and deride the 
Preacher : But not meeting with any thing on which to 
break a Jeſt, or occaſion mirth and 'laughter, nothing 
Eut what was ſerious, .Eecoming, the reverence and awful. 
nels of holy things, and ſuited to the ſolemn work 
and ſervice of a Sabbath, he refolv'd to come again, and 
accordingly for ſome time tid fo, '( Tcannot fay how 
long) with other thoughts of my Brethren and me, and 
of the ſerious plainneſs of this our way of worſhip, than 
his former Tgnorance and prejudices would ſufler him ta 
admit ; and thanks be to God he is wot the only Inſtance of 
this kind. | | 

Therof-reI cannot but ſubjoyn, that as Religion is not 
the leſs excellent, becauſe ſome Fools deſpiſe it ; nor fin the 
leſs deſtruCtive, becauſe there be ſome Atheiſtical Scoffers 
who make a mock of fn; neither is plain and ſerious Preach- 
ing, (with the purity and {implicity of Goſpel-worſhip ). 
any whit the more Contemptible, becauſe ſome that /i 
tn thechair of Scorners, deride and run it down ; ſince theſe 
kind of Scoffers are uſually ſuch as caſt off all thoughts. 
of God and an after-reckoning; and are no way influenc'd 
by the conſideration of a future Life; to whom Feaven. 
and He//are words of ſport, and the. Sacred Scripture mate 

ter of deriſion. 2 | 
For 
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| For none, methinks, who are ſerious in the praCtice of Re- 
ligion, and make a conſcience of their words and aCtions, 
ſhould dare to make a mock of the worſhip of God, or thoſe 
that joyn therein, whether Miniſters or people: only upon 
the account of ſome little difference, from-that method and 
way of worſhip,which they like beſt, when the ſub/tarce and 
aefon of bothis apparently the ſame, and belicv'd to be fo. 
Did men but arder/idnd what they profeſs by owning Chri- 
ſtianity ; did they but Zelieve what they anderſtand;and pra- 
Alice what they.pretend to believe, a meer Reverence and Juſt 
regard to holy Things, would moſt certainly give a check to 
this Scofing Humoyr,,in reterence tothoſe who cannot: in all 
reſpects conform: to-their meaſures. : | 
. 6, Laſtly, Conſider the dreadfulneſs and the Terror of this 
ng FTudgment, in its ſelf, and its certain and immediate 
onſequences to every unprepared finner, whether young or old: 
When the 4/efſed Fefas:ſhall be revealed from- Heaven, 
with -his migity Angels, to take the Throne by his Ta. 
ther's order, and Judge the World in righteouſneſs; when 
he that ſtoop'd from Heaven to Earth, tobe a ſacrifice 
for ſin; that watcht, and pray'd, and ſweat dtops of Elo2d 
for you and me; that endured the ContradiQtion of ſin- 
ners. againſt himſelf, in the days of his fleth; ſufferd rhe 
Cruelty of men, andthe Wrath of his Father, and the Curl- 
ed Death of the Croſs, upon our account ; ſhall come again 
as the Judge of quick and:dead;; we ſhall then have orher 
thoughts of him and of our ſelves, than now: we entertain: 
Sirs, he ow offers you a pardon, as the purchaſe of his. 
Death, on eaſy, honourable, and advantageous terms; 


But it will be zher too: late, and in vain to beg-it- 'He-- 
now warns you of your danger, and tells. you, that the . 


end of youthful lufts, is Death, and Judgement, and eter- 


nal Wrath. And hex you ſhall know that he ſpake in: 


earneſt, and his words were true. Now as a merciful Re- 
- deemer 


— 
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deemer, he entreats you to be reconcil'd; he ſhall zhey te 
clothed with' vengeance, and appear, to your confuſion, 
as a Terrible Judge. | 

At firſt hz came in the form of a Servant, to make our 
Peace with God, and was thereupon deſpiſed and reje&ted 
of men. But he ſhall ſhortly come again, to render ven- 
geance to thoſe, that would not know him as a Prince.and 

| 


2 Prophet, receive his meſſage, and yeild ' obedience to 

his Holy Goſpel. Now he offers life, eternal life, and 

begs your acceptance of it: but he will zhex - revenge 

your ungrateful refuſal of his offered mercy. Now he 

entreats you to be happy, and have compaſſion on your 

ſelves : But thex he will be as deaf to your extreaties, as 

you have been to hi; and that, though you ſhould urge 

him with the greateſt importunity poſſible, though'you 

beſeech him by the mercifulneſs of his Nature, by the 

freeneſs of his Invitation, by the Compaſſion of his Death, 

by the merit of his ſufferings, by the kindneſs of his S+- 

crifice, by the Grace of his Goſpel, &c. Now you will not 

believe his promiſes; but then you ſhall experience the 

execution of his Threatnings. Now you will not hearken to 

his advice and warning, but you ſhall frortly feel the fad 

efiectsof your contempt anJ1 obſtinacy. Now you will 

not be conſtrained by his dying love ; but ere long you 

ſhall know the power of his wrath, whether you will or 

no ; for though at- preſent he offer you life ; yet upon 

your refuſal, he will ſhortly pronounce the Sentence of 
Eternal Death ; as yet he Invites you to him, but zhey he 

will bid you depart. Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 

laſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. | 

From that God, after whoſe Image you were Created, 

from that Saviour, who redeemed you by his blood, ' and 

trom that Holy Spirit who would have fanCtified you 
by his Grace. 
Depart 
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From me, and all the bleſſed Company. of Saints and A 1- 
gels, that ſhall. live with me for ever. 

Depart from me, abandoned to an everlaſting curſe, ( of 
which both Souls and bodies ſhall be the wretched unhep- 
py Subjects. Jinto Inqpifte Torments ſet forth by fire , and 
ſuch as were. originally deſign'd for the Apoſtate Spirits, of 
whom the Scripture doth, ſuppoſe oneto be the principal 
Ring-leader of all thereſt, and whoare therefore termed 
his Angels | | 

They who tempted you to Sin, . ſhall deride your folly, 
and triumph 1n your Ruin; and be your Conſtant perpetu- 
alTormentors, ſince the fire is unquenchable, and never goeth 
out. 

Nevertheleſs, how dreadfui ſoever this Sentence muſt needs 
be, it is not more intolerable in it- ſelf, than unavoidable 
to the Sinner :For where will you hide from his Alſceing eye? 
or how will you reſiſtthe force of his Almighty arm? as 
it will be in vain to think of ſupporting his wrath : fo 
every whit as vain, to Imagineq poſlibility of eſcaping 
it. Will the tears of a deſparing Sinner extinguith the fire 
of .Gods wrath, and .quenchithe flames. of Hell » will his 
wiſhing he . had been, wiſer, .in, the: leaft avail, when: the 
Charge is proved, and the Sentence + paſt2 whither would 
you flee fromthe juſtice of.the judge 2 whither? .but to the. 
mercy of a Saviguy ? . Byt.. this Saviowris now the Fualge, 
and become your Exemy : A ſight of wbomrſhall.awalkga. 
the moſt ſlumbering Conſcience, and make the never-dy- 
ing worm gnaw your very heart: whew it ſhall mind 
you of the calls and invyatiogs You refuſed, and the war- 
nings you ſlighted, revivethe eohvitons you ſtifled, and re- 


member you of the. vows you broke , and force you to re- 


fle&t on the vanities of your youth,and fadly look back ont _— 
time paſt of your ignorance and folly. 


Depart. from me, and all hopes of Salvation by me. / 


—— 
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 Whenfora light temptation, you. run the hazard cfthis 
heavy puniſhment ; when for atemporal . pleaſure you 
ventured an. endleſs Torment; for a'mixt delight, an'un- 
mixed pain ; for a momentary fatisfattion, an' eternal 
Wrath; for a ſhort Sin, an everlaſting Sorrow. O Eternity! 
Eternity. is it true, or rather can it poſſiblybe falſe, 'that 
after” millions of ages , under the wrath of God, it will - 
not then be paſt the beginning of Sorrows, but an c- 
verlaſting vengeance will Le yetto come, and will ever 
to come. O curſed be my wicked Companions that inticed 
me to Sin, and fo to ruine; or rather, Curſt be my own 
ſtupidity and folly,that I wou'd not be perſwade to believe 
what now-I know and feel. -OhthatI were now on Earth 
again, and had the benefit of one manths ſpace, in order 
to a ſecond trial ! Oh that I had never ſeen the light, or 
that the Earth had open'dand and ſwallowed me up in my 
Cradle ! or rather, 'Oh that in #zme Þ had received in- 
ſtruction, and harkened to reproof ; that in #zme I had 
believed what Zwas told fo plainly, and warned of fo Faith- 
tally, concerning God and his Righteous Judgment. 


Now that this may never be the caſe of any one of us, 
let me-conclude with the advice of the Prophet, Jer. 13. 
16. Give Glory to the Lord your God, before he cauſe dark- 
neſs, and before your feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for light, he turn it into the [hMow of Death, and 
take 7} ono! hh. 2” EN 
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